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PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT 

 
P.I. NO.: 
0010016 
 
Route No: 
N/A 
 
Description:  
The proposed infrastructure project for improving safer routes to Kingsley Charter Elementary School 
within the City of Dunwoody and DeKalb County includes the following phases:  
 
Phase 1:  Crosswalks and Signage 

Raised Asphalt Crosswalk (ADA accessible ramps with drainage included) at following intersection: 
1) Dartford Drive and Brendon Drive 

*  2)  N. Peachtree Road and Davantry Drive  
*  3)  N. Peachtree Road and Brendon Drive 
*  4)  Brendon Drive and Brendon Ct.  

 
Painted Stepladder Crosswalk (thermoplastic) and ADA accessible ramps including school crosswalk 
and advanced warning assemblies on both approaches to each crosswalk at the following 
intersections: 

1) N. Peachtree Rd and Brendon Drive 
2) Seaton Drive and Brendon Drive 
3) Delverton Drive and N. Peachtree 
4) Leisure Drive and N. Peachtree 
5) Fenhurst Pl. and N. Peachtree 
6) Welton Pl. and N. Peachtree 
7) Sancroff Ct. and N. Peachtree 
8) Waterton Ct. and N. Peachtree 
9) N. Peachtree Way and N. Peachtree 
10) Saffron Dr. and N. Peachtree 
11) Prestwood Ct. and Brendon Dr. 
12) Across N. Peachtree Rd. near entrance to Brook Run Park 
13) Driveways (3) at entrance into Kingsley Charter Elem School 

  
Investigate if intersection is warranted for a proposed 3-way stop: 
*  1) Brendon Drive and Dartford Drive 

  
Phase 2:  Sidewalks and Lighting 

1)  5 ft sidewalk along south/west side of Brendon Drive from Seaton Drive to North Peachtree 
Rd. A 2 ft “beauty strip” will separate sidewalk from existing roll back curb 

2)  5 ft sidewalk in front of school, near bus driveway 
* 3) 5 ft sidewalk along the north side of Dartford Road from Tilly Mill to Brendon Drive. 

4)   Street lighting (pedestrian/lamp post) on north side of Brendon Dr. from front of school to 
intersection of Seaton Dr. – 5 pedestrian/lamp posts including power; spacing at 75 ft o.c. 
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Phase 3:  Roadway Striping and Miscellaneous 

1)  Striping of North Peachtree Rd from Tilly Mill to I-285 Access Rd (thermoplastic) (1.1 mile) 
 

Phase 4: Pedestrian Actuated Signal 
 1) Install “Actuated Pedestrian Signal” midblock on Mount Vernon Road at North Peachtree.  

This includes 2 strain poles, pole signage, signal, advanced warning signage and ADA ramp 
installation.  

*      a) Investigate alternative pedestrian treatments which will include the use of a Hawk Signal per 
MUTCD. A warrant study will be needed. 

 
* = changes to original application 
 
ADT: 
2008:  North Peachtree Road  –  1,770 
   Mount Vernon Road  –  22,980  

Brendon Drive          -         603 
Dartford Drive          -   < 1,000 
Davantry Drive         -   < 1,000 
Seaton Drive             -   < 1,000 
 

 
Existing Right of Way: 
**North Peachtree Road –  60’ Brendon Drive    – 60’ 
Mount Vernon Road – 100’  Dartford Drive    – 60’ 
Davantry Drive – 60’               Seaton Drive      – 60’ 
 
** At North Peachtree Road and Mt. Vernon Road intersection both R/W widths are 100’.  
 
Existing Traffic Control: 
Intersections are controlled by stop signs. 
 
Existing Major Structures: 
None   
 
Statement of Need & Purpose: 
Kingsley Charter School is located in a residential neighborhood.  24 of its students live within 1/2 mile 
of the school and 115 live within 1 mile, but relatively few currently walk to school.  The major reason is 
parent concern over traffic safety.  Kingsley’s SRTS committee conducted a survey of parents, and 
learned that more than 58% would allow their child to walk to school as part of a “walking school bus”.  
The biggest concern by far which parents cited as an obstacle to allowing their child to walk or bike was 
traffic safety (75%).  Traffic analysis of the major roads that would support walkers to Kingsley school 
currently paints a dangerous picture.  
 
Kingsley Charter School is located on Brendon Drive, which has become a major cut-through road 
between N. Peachtree and Tilly Mill Rd (mostly GA Perimeter college students).  A traffic study 
classified Brendon Dr as a cut-through street, qualifying it for speed tables (an attempt in 2007 to install 
speed tables was stalled due to lack of required petition signatures from residents of this street).  The 
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report showed more than 50% of the traffic travelling in excess of the posted 25 MPH speed.  
Additionally, the sidewalks on Brendon Drive end at the school property, forcing pedestrians to walk on 
the street.  The area that currently has sidewalks is along a wooded section of the school property, and is 
very dark (especially in the morning). 
 
North Peachtree Road is another dangerous street.  A traffic study demonstrated not only high volume of 
cars, but alarmingly fast speeds.  North Peachtree has a posted speed limit of 25 MPH, but the following 
speeds were clocked in a 24 hour period – 50-54 MPH (80 vehicles), 55-59 MPH (46 vehicles), 60-64 
MPH (14 vehicles), 65-69 (13 vehicles), 70-74 MPH (7 vehicles) and greater than 75 MPH (3 vehicles).  
These speeds are even more alarming considering the amount of sharp curves on this road.  In addition, a 
3-way stop at Daventry Dr (which is where many of our walking students would cross North Peachtree) is 
frequently ignored. A similar situation exists at the 3-way stop at North Peachtree and Brendon Dr. 
 
Two other streets in the immediate area (Dartford Dr and Delverton Dr) have recently had speed tables 
installed to address problems with speeding cars. 
 
All of the dangers listed above are magnified by a lack of noticeable crosswalks at any of the intersections 
along these roads. 
 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Considerations: 
Pedestrian accommodations will be added or improved along the proposed sidewalk routes. 
 
Length: 
3.60 miles    
 
PDP Class: 
Minor 
 
Functional Classification: 
Urban Minor Arterial, Urban Collector Street 
 
Design Speed: 
25, 35 mph 
 
Proposed Typical Section: 
5’ sidewalks with two feet grass strip 
 
Proposed Major Structures: 
None 
 
Type Access Control: 
Full 
 
Traffic Control During Construction: 
Temporary shoulder/lane closures  
 
Right-of-Way Requirements: 
None 
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Windshield/Field Survey Findings in Support of the 
Kingsley Charter School Area 

Safe Routes to School Pedestrian Access Improvements 
December 2010 

 
SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT 

 
1.  Land Use Changes 
Land use in the vicinity of the proposed pedestrian improvements for the Kinglsey Charter School neighborhood 
consists of medium to high-density residential development.  The location of the proposed sidewalk extensions, 
crosswalk installations, and lighting installations likely occur within the state’s road right-of-way, although this 
segment of right-of-way does include the driveway outlets from multiple houses.  Given the existing use of the area 
in which the proposed project occurs and the nature of the proposed project itself, no changes in land use would 
occur as a result of the proposed project.   
 
2.  Community Cohesion 
The proposed pedestrian corridor improvements along Brendon Drive and its juncture with North Peachtree Road, 
Daventry Drive, Dartford Drive, Seaton Drive, and Prestwood Court, will provide school children and their families 
safer, non-motorized access to the Kingsley Charter School by extending existing sidewalks in the immediate 
vicinity of the school further out into the neighborhood. At least nine new crosswalks are also being proposed 
where the existing road/street infrastructure necessitates road crossings by school children and residents of the 
neighborhood in which Kingsley Charter School is located.  The sidewalk extension and crosswalk installation 
work proposed will not isolate any existing residences in or near the project area.  Rather, the project will provide a 
safer, more user-friendly, non-motorized mode of access for those who ultimately reach Kingsley Charter School 
by way of Brendon Drive.  Because the proposed pedestrian access improvements will link existing sidewalk 
networks which ultimately increases the connectivity of families to Kingsley Charter School and other community 
amenities, this project actually serve to strengthen community cohesion. 
 
3.     Relocation Potential:  
 Not applicable.  No homes or businesses will have to be moved as a condition of this project. 
 
4.   Churches and Institutions 
Not applicable.  There are no churches located within the vicinity of the project area.   
 
5.  Title VI Considerations:   
Not applicable; project does not include any discriminatory or exclusionary elements.    
 
6.  Controversy Potential 
The controversy potential for the proposed sidewalk extension and crosswalk installation should be low, as the 
project will not result in adverse impacts to the project area.  Although the project will occur in a highly developed 
residential area, community disruption expected to occur would be minimal and temporary in nature.  Safe access 
into and out of the residences adjacent to the project corridor can be maintained during the installation of the 
sidewalks and crosswalks.  During the construction of the new sidewalks, existing pedestrian and other non-
motorized traffic will continue to have access along the aforementioned streets involved in this project by simply 
staying on the opposite side of the road from where the sidewalk installation is taking place.  
 
This sidewalk extension project will connect into an existing network of sidewalks that provides safe access to 
multiple existing community amenities outside of the neighborhood while providing additional recreational benefits 
to the residents of the community. 
 
7.  Economic 
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Following construction of the Kingsley Charter School pedestrian access improvements project, area families 
would be provided with improved connectivity to Kingsley Charter School.  Given the location and scale of the 
proposed project, this project is expected to have no adverse impact on the taxable landbase of the county.  
Therefore, there should be no appreciable loss from the tax base of DeKalb County or the City of Dunwoody.   
 
CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT 
 
1. Section 4(f) [of the U.S. DOT Act]   
Not applicable.  Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 is applicable to a project when 
implementation of the project would result in the temporary and/or permanent use or constructive use of publicly-
owned land that is detrimental to the function of the resource, specifically publicly-owned recreation land, parkland, 
wildlife/waterfowl refuges, and public and private historic sites.  Construction of the project will not involve 
construction within any publicly owned recreation land.    
 
Additionally, no historic sites (including buildings or structures 50 years old or older) were observed within the 
project corridor and no archaeological resources are assumed to be located within the project corridor.  The project 
corridor has been extensively disturbed in the past during housing construction as well as the construction of 
Brendon Drive, North Peachtree Road and the numerous streets which tie into to these two roads.  The project 
corridor has also been disturbed in the past during the installation of subsurface utility corridors as well as the 
construction of the existing sidewalk system within this neighborhood.     
 
   
C. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
 
1.  Wetlands 
Not applicable.  The proposed corridor for the sidewalk and crosswalk enhancement project along Brendon Drive 
and aforementioned streets has been surveyed with respect to jurisdictional wetland involvement as required by the 
provisions of Executive Order 11990 and subsequent federal regulations.  Field studies did not result in the 
identification of any jurisdictional wetlands within the study area.   
 
2.  Water Quality 
Not applicable.  No jurisdictional waters were observed within or adjacent to the proposed project area.   
 
3.  Farmland 
Not applicable; no farmland will be impacted by the project. 
 
4.  Endangered/Threatened Species 
An office review of federal, state, and privately published resources was performed prior to field studies.  Those 
resources include the federal "Redbook" — Region 4 (United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 1992); the 
USFWS county database (updated May 2004); Protected Plants of Georgia (Patrick et al., 1995); and various county 
lists developed for previous projects in the DeKalb County area. 
 
The office review indicated that 4 federally-protected species and 2 federal species of concern, and 16 state-listed 
species, are known to be located in DeKalb County.  Those species are the bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), bay 
star-vine (Schisandra glabra), piedmont barren strawberry (Waldsteinia lobata), red-cockaded woodpecker (Picoides 
borealis), pool sprite or snorkelwort (Amphianthus pusillus), black-spored quillwort (Isoetes melanospora), blue-stripe 
shiner (Cyprinella callitaenia), Georgia aster (Aster georgianus), small-head pipewort (Eriocaulon kornickianum), 
golden seal (Hydrastis canadensis), granite rock stonecrop (Sedum pusillum), and Wood's false hellebore (Veratrum 
woodii).  Please refer to Table 1 for a summary of federal-listed species of possible occurrence in DeKalb County.  The 
appropriate state designation for each species is also included in Table 1. 
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  Table 1 
 Federal- and State-Listed Species Known to Occur in DeKalb County 
 

 
Scientific Name 

 
Vernacular Name 

Federal- 
Protected 

Status 

State- 
Protected 

Status 

 
Preferred Habitat 

Faunal Species     
Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus 

Bald eagle T E lakes; rivers; nests in dominant trees 
overlooking foraging 

Cyprinella callitaenia Bluestripe shiner SC T sandy/gravelly substrate of the Apalachicola 
river system 

Cyprinella xaenura Altamaha shiner none T medium-sized streams in runs or pools over 
sand to gravel substrate 

Cambarus harti Piedmont Blue 
Burrower 

none E burrows in floodplains with sandy-organic soil 

Cambarus howardi Chattahoochee 
crayfish 

none T moderate to swiftly flowing streams with rocky 
or rubble substrate 

Elliptio arctata Delicate spike none E medium-sized stream to large rivers 
Floral Species    
Schisandra glabra Bay star-vine none T twining in rich alluvial woods; lower slopes 

near streams 
Isoetes melanospora Black-spored 

quillwort 
E E shallow, vernal pools on granitic outcrops  

Allium speculae Flatrock onion none T seepy edges of vegetation mats atop granitic 
outcrops 

Amphianthus pusillus Pool sprite, 
Snorkelwort 

T T shallow, vernal pools on granitic outcrops 

Nestronia umbellula Indian olive none T dry, open upland forests of mixed hardwood 
and pine 

Waldensteinia lobata Piedmont barren 
strawberry 

none T rocky, acidic woods along streams with 
mountain laurel 

Rhus michauxii Dwarf sumac E E open forests over ultramafic rock 
Sedum pusillum Granite rock stonecrop none T granite outcrops among mosses and lichens in 

partial shade under red cedar trees 
Symphyotrichum 
georgianum 

Georgia aster SC T Post oak savannah/prairie communities; 
openings associated with roads and utility 
corridors 

Veratrum woodii Ozark bunchflower none R mesic hardwood forests over basic soils 
 
E = endangered, T = threatened, R = rare,  SC = species of concern 

 
No threatened or endangered species were observed during a field survey for the Kingsley Charter School 
pedestrian access improvement project conducted December 1, 2010.  With the exception of the Georgia aster, 
suitable habitat was not present within the project corridor for species listed for the County.  Site conditions include 
paved surface, maintained road right-of-way and maintained yards.  Wooded sites along Brendon Drive were 
fragmented and contained a mix of pine and hardwoods and were generally outside of the project area limits.  
Although potential habitat was observed for one state-protected species (Georgia aster), no impacts to potential habitats 
would occur as a result of the construction of the sidewalk extension.  The frequency of disturbance to open areas along 
the road corridor within the project area make it extremely unlikely that the Georgia aster would be present.  The 
sidewalk extensions will be constructed in a highly maintained corridor that is further disturbed by regular foot traffic.   
 
5.  Invasive Species 
Not applicable; project area paved, or is otherwise maintained as road right-of-way or is landscaped. 
 
6.  Streams 
Not applicable.  No jurisdictional waters were observed within or adjacent to the proposed project area.   
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 7.  Floodplains 
The project does not appear to occur within a regulated floodway or floodplain.  However, a portion of the project 
area is near an impoundment east of North Peachtree Road.  It is recommended that the County Floodplain 
Administrator (or other person as designated by DeKalb County to administer the Floodplain Management 
Program) be contacted to confirm that no part of the project area is considered to be within a regulated floodway or 
floodplain zone. 
 
D. PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 
 
1. Noise 
Not applicable; the project would result in a temporary increase in noise during its construction phase from the 
operation of construction-related machinery and activities.  However, the project would not add motorized-vehicle 
capacity to the project area, as the project proposes the construction of a multi-use pedestrian trail.  No increase in 
traffic noise over the no-build condition is anticipated.   
 
2.  Air 
Not applicable; project will not result in any air quality issues beyond disturbance during construction activities. 
 
3.  Energy/Mineral Resources   
Not applicable; no energy or mineral resources will be affected by this project. 
 
4.  Construction/Utilities 
Construction of the proposed project could create unavoidable temporary inconveniences to motorists using 
Brendon Drive, North Peachtree Road and adjoining roads in the vicinity of the charter school.  However, 
construction activities would be conducted in a manner that would minimize conflict with traffic. The safety and 
convenience of the public and residents of the area would be provided for at all times.  All other required 
construction functions would be accomplished in a timely and orderly fashion to keep disruptions minimal and to 
avoid compromising safety. 

 
5. USTs 
A field survey for sites that may contain hazardous materials, including soil and/or water contaminated by 
underground storage tanks (USTs)/leaking underground storage tanks (LUSTs) was conducted for this project.  The 
survey consisted of a review of the project area for any visible signs of potential USTs and LUSTs (i.e. searched for 
abandoned above ground tanks, previously occupied gas stations or similar businesses, etc.).  In addition, a web 
tool Homefacts (www.homefacts.com), was also used to query the site.  No USTs or LUSTs were listed within a 2-
mile radius of the project area.  This “windshield” survey is based on observation and did not consist of field 
verification with soil or water testing. 
 
6. Hazardous Waste Sites 
A cursory field survey for sites that may contain hazardous materials, including soil and/or water contaminated by 
leaking USTs, was conducted.  This field survey consisted of visual observations for any noticeable discoloration 
and/or odor emanating from soil and water within the project corridor.  In addition, the same web tool used to 
research the presence of USTs or LUSTs, Homefacts, was also used to search for hazardous waste sites.  One 
Superfund site, Laurelwood burial site, is shown as being located approximately 1.94 miles from Brendon Drive.  
No hazardous waste sites were visually observed or listed on Homefacts.com as being within the project 
construction zone.  This “windshield” survey is based on observation and did not consist of field verification with 
soil or water testing. 
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CONCEPT TEAM MEETING MINUTES 

GDOT P.I. No. 0010016, DeKalb County; Sidewalk Improvements 
 

SUBJECT:  Concept Team Meeting:  Kingsley Charter Elementary School in Dunwoody   
 
PROJECT NO: SRTS, GDOT P.I. No. 0010016, DeKalb County; Sidewalk Improvements 
 
MEETING DATE: January 19, 2011 
 
MEETING TIME: 10:00 am 
 
LOCATION:  Kingsley Charter Elementary School, 2051 Brendon Drive, Dunwoody, GA 30338 
 
ATTENDEES: 
 
Emmanuella Myrthil, GDOT Project Manager 
Michael Smith, Public Works Director, City of Dunwoody 
Abby Mattera, SRTS Outreach Coordinator, URS/GDOT 
Tom Lambert, Kingsley Charter School SRTS Committee Coordinator  
Bernd Serda, Consultant Project Engineer, LCW Engineering, Inc. 
 
PREPARED BY: Bernd Serda, P.E. 
 
TOPICS DISCUSSED 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
• Opening remarks by Emmanuaella Myrthil including project objectives and critical issues.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
• Introduction of attendees 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
• Bernd Serda handed attendees plans, concept report and briefly described the proposed project based on the five 
phases as indicated on the concept report.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
• Michael Smith and Tom Lambert comments are as follows: 

 
 Remove proposed speed humps shown on plans along N. Peachtree Road because they are using radar. 

 
 Provide an alternative option pedestrian treatment at Mt. Vernon & N. Peachtree Road and also include a 

warrant study for a Pedestrian Signal proposed at midblock at this location. Look at the MUTCD for Hawk 
Signal use at this intersection. 

 
 Due to cars running the intersections of N. Peachtree Road and Davantry Drive and N. Peachtree Road and 

Brendon Drive,  an elevated cross walk may be needed at these intersections. 
 

 Michael Smith is to email Emmanuella Myrthil and Loretta Washington the GIS Data sharing  
agreement which both will have to sign this agreement 
 

 Dartford Dr. and Brendon Dr. will need to be further investigated if it is warranted for 3-way stop. 
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NOTICE OF LOCATION AND DESIGN APPROVAL 

 
PROJECT: 0010016, DEKALB COUNTY 

P.I. No. 0010016 
 
 

Notice is hereby given in compliance with Georgia Code 22-2-109 that the Georgia Department of 
Transportation has approved the Location and Design of the above projects. 
 
Date of Location and Design Approval: _______________________________ 
 
Project 0010016 in DeKalb County consists of adding sidewalks for safe routes to Kingsley Charter 
Elementary School in Dunwoody. 
 
The proposed construction will consist of: 

1)  5 ft sidewalk along south/west side of Brendon Drive from Seaton Drive to N. Peachtree Rd.  
2)  5 ft sidewalk in front of school, near bus driveway. 

   3)  5 ft sidewalk along the north side of Dartford Road. 
            4)  Street lighting on north side of Brendon Dr. from front of school to intersection of Seaton Dr. 

5)  Striping of North Peachtree Rd from Tilly Mill to I-285 Access Rd 
6)  Actuated Pedestrian Signal midblock on Mount Vernon Road at North Peachtree  

 
 
Drawings of the proposed project, as approved, are on file and are available for public inspection at the 
Georgia Department of Transportation: 
 

Emmanuella Myrthil 
Office of Traffic Operations 

935 E. Confederate Ave, Bldg 24 
Atlanta, Georgia 30316 

(404) 635-8149 
email: emyrthil@dot.ga.gov 

 
Any interested party may obtain a copy of the drawings or portions thereof by paying a nominal fee and 
requesting in writing to: 

 
Kathy Zahul, P .E. 

Office of Traffic Operations 
935 E. Confederate Ave, Bldg 24 

Atlanta, Georgia 30316 
email: kzahul@dot.ga.gov 

 
Any written request or communication in reference to this project or notice should include the 
Project and P.I. Number as noted at the top of this notice. 
 
 






