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CITY OF DUNWOODY 


41 PERIMETER CENTER EAST 
DUNWOODY, GA 30346 


CITY OF DUNWOODY, GA 
CITY COUNCIL 


 
Ken Wright, Mayor 


 
Denis Shortal – District 1, Post 1  
Adrian Bonser - District 2, Post 2 
Tom Taylor – District 3, Post 3 


Robert Wittenstein – At Large, Post 4  
Danny Ross – At Large, Post 5 


John Heneghan – At Large, Post 6 
 


 
Monday, November 9, 2009  City Council Meeting    7:00 PM 
 
 
A) CALL TO ORDER 


 
B) ROLL CALL AND GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  


 
C) INVOCATION 
 
D) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
E) MINUTES:  


 
1. Approval of Meeting Minutes from the October 19, 2009 City Council Work Session 


Meeting. 
 


2. Approval of Meeting Minutes from the October 26, 2009 City Council Meeting. 
 
F) APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA (add or remove items from agenda) 
 
G) PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
H) MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENT 
 
I) CONSENT AGENDA  


 
1. SECOND READ: Ordinance to amend Chapter 27: Zoning: Pre-submittal meetings. 


(ORDINANCE 2009-11-49) 
 


2. Resolution to enter into a Cooperation Agreement with the PCID. (RESOLUTION 2009-
11-60) 
 


3. Appointment of Mario Miles to PCID Board. 
 


J) UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 







DUNWOODY CITY COUNCIL            MEETING AGENDA   NOVEMBER 9, 2009 - 7:00PM 


 


1. SECOND READ:  Ordinance to amend Chapter 21: Signs §12: Non-Residential Zoning 
District Sign Regulation. (ORDINANCE 2009-11-48) 
 


K) REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 


L) NEW BUSINESS:  
 


1. Resolution for Dunwoody Village Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) Application. 
(RESOLUTION 2009-11-59) 
 


M) OTHER BUSINESS  
 


N) PUBLIC COMMENT 
 


O) EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 


1. For the purposes of legal, real estate, and personnel discussions. 
 
P)  ADJOURN 
 
 





		Monday, November 9, 2009  City Council Meeting    7:00 PM






 


INVOCATION 


 


“At this Council Meeting, help us to make decisions which keep us faithful to our  


mission and reflect our values.  Give us strength to hold to our purpose; wisdom  


to guide us; and a keen perception to lead us.  And above all, keep charitable as  


we deliberate.” 
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CITY OF DUNWOODY 
October 19, 2009 


CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 
 


The Mayor and Council of the City of Dunwoody held a Work Session Meeting on Monday, 
October 19, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  The Meeting was held in the City of Dunwoody City Hall, 41 
Perimeter Center East, Dunwoody, Georgia 30346.  Present for this meeting were the following: 
 
  Mayor   Ken Wright   
 


District 1, Post 1 Denis Shortal, Council Member 
  District 3, Post 3 Tom Taylor, Council Member 
  At Large, Post 4 Robert Wittenstein, Council Member 
  At Large, Post 5 Danny Ross, Council Member 
  At Large, Post 6 John Heneghan, Council Member  
      


Staff Present:  Warren Hutmacher, City Manager 
     Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 


Brian Anderson, City Attorney 
Lenny Felgin, Assistant City Attorney 
Chris Pike, Finance Director 
Billy Grogan, Chief of Police 
Michael Tuller, Community Development Director 
Howard Koontz, City Planner 
Kimberly Greer, Special Projects Planner 
 


Mayor Wright called the Meeting to order and announced that all members were present except 
Council Member Bonser. 
 
INVOCATION:
 


 led by Council Member Ross. 


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
 


 led by Council Member Taylor. 


PUBLIC COMMENT
 


: 


Mayor Wright requested public comment. 
 
Bill Robinson - recommended Bill Grant and Steve Fuller, both have architectural experience, and 
himself as the member with historical knowledge, to serve on the Design Review Advisory 
Committee. 
 
Todd Anderson - spoke regarding public notice requirements and encouraged this be codified rather 
than simply be a policy. 
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Gerri Penn - spoke regarding changes in the sign ordinance, stating that permanent signs in 
residential districts should be reviewed, there should be a limit on how long temporary signs can be 
up, a limit on how many yard sale signs someone can have, and that it should be specified that 
directional signs cannot be in the right-of-way. 
 
Bob Lundsten - spoke in favor of the backyard chicken raising ordinance. 
 
Tom Lambert – said that he is a member of the Sustainability Commission and they had looked at 
other cities to see what they have while drafting the “No Idling” policy.  Mr. Lambert spoke in favor 
of the policy. 
 
 Mayor Wright closed public comment. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENT
 


:   


Mayor Wright said the “Tour de Pink” was held this past Saturday to support young women with 
breast cancer.  He said the event was successful, with 300-350 people participating in this first 
annual event. 
 
Council Member Ross announced that on Saturday, October 24, 2009, the first annual Fall Music 
Festival and Chili-Cook Off will be held in Dunwoody Village from 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m., sponsored 
by the Dunwoody Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Council Member Wittenstein motioned to add item F14) Update on sign ordinance to the agenda.  
Mayor Wright seconded.  The motion was voted and carried unanimously (6-0). 
 


 
CITY BUSINESS:   


 
September Financial Report 


Chris Pike, Finance Director, presented the September Financial Report.  He reported that revenues 
are coming in about as expected and are approximately 1% less than where they were anticipated 
being at this time.  Mr. Pike said the City has collected $1,998,000 in business license revenue as of 
this afternoon.  He stated that alcohol license renewals will go out by the end of the month. 
 


 
Discussion of No Idling Policy 


Michael Tuller, Community Development Director, presented the draft “No Idling” policy, and 
stated that many cities in the area have adopted a policy regarding no idling.  He said the policy does 
affect city vehicles but does not affect public safety vehicles.  Mr. Tuller said the Sustainability 
Commission supports the concept of limiting idling.  Council Member Shortal stated that he agrees 
with the policy.  Council Member Heneghan spoke in support of the policy and congratulated Mr. 
Lambert and the Sustainability Commission for their efforts. 
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Discussion of terms of office for Sustainability Commission 


Kimberly Greer, Special Projects Planner, stated that this is a housekeeping measure as no terms 
were specified when the Sustainability Commission was established.  Ms. Greer said the 
Sustainability Commission requests two year, staggered terms of office, which can be established by 
resolution.   
 


 
Discussion of appointments to Design Review Advisory Committee 


Howard Koontz, City Planner, stated that at the September 28, 2009 Mayor and Council approved 
an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, Article 3, Division 3C, the Dunwoody Village Overlay 
District regulations.  Mr. Koontz said that based on section 3C-14, three members should be 
appointed to the Design Review Advisory Committee – two with architectural design experience and 
one with knowledge of historical submissions.  Council Member Ross said he would support the 
recommendations made by Mr. Robinson.   
 


 
Sanitation services update 


Michael Tuller, Community Development Director, reported that in July the Sustainability 
Commission was called upon to take a look at the sanitation services the City currently has.  He said 
public outreach meetings were held and the citizens are pleased with the services currently provided 
by DeKalb County.  Council Member Shortal asked that the time commercial pickup near residential 
areas be addressed.  Mr. Tuller said the City is considering requesting that these occur no earlier than 
8:00 a.m. for these areas.  Council Member Wittenstein stated that the City should encourage 
DeKalb County to consider ways to enhance recycling.   
 


 
Discussion of business license ordinance 


Chris Pike, Finance Director, presented a review of the occupation tax program for the City during 
its’ first year.  He explained that due to stipulations in state law, the City doesn’t have much leeway 
in the ordinance that is adopted. Mr. Pike said the City inherited a tax structure that combines the 
number of employees of a business, with gross receipts of the business or practitioner in 
combination with the profitability ratio for the type of business, profession, or occupation.  He said 
the City currently has six tax classes, with the two main groups being tax class three (consisting 
mostly of restaurants and retailers) and tax class six (consisting mostly of service providers.)  Mr. 
Pike said staff’s recommendation is to use gross receipts and number of employees, elimination of 
the progressive rate structure and application of the growth receipts and per employee rate to all 
taxable Dunwoody businesses, taxing the employee rate used by neighboring jurisdictions ($13 per 
employee), taxing businesses at rates the same or slightly lower than neighboring municipalities, and 
that Council consider whether or not to waive the tax for package stores.  Council Member 
Wittenstein said no business should be exempt and suggested picking one rate and charging all 
businesses that rate.  He recommended that staff prepare a matrix of proposed rates and how they 
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would impact the businesses and the impact on the revenue collected.  Mayor Wright directed Mr. 
Pike to prepare the matrix as suggested by Council Member Wittenstein and bring it before Council. 
 


 


Discussion of text amendment to Chapter 27:  Zoning, §5A and §5D:  Public notice 
requirements for zoning actions in the City of Dunwoody 


Howard Koontz, City Planner, explained the current policy for public notice requirements for 
zoning actions in the City and summarized the recommendations made by Community Council and 
the Planning Commission.  Mr. Koontz said staff is not opposed to implementing the test 
amendments to signage and mailing standards, such as sign square footage, test height and mailing 
distances, however, staff does not recommend codifying more stringent requirements than those 
required by State Law on the advice of the city attorney.  He said that if Council chooses to have 
staff prepare the text amendment, staff’s recommendation would be to amend the current code 
language to amend the requirements of posting of signs, on-site signage size, text size, and dates of 
posting of signs for Zoning Board of Appeals meetings.  Council Member Shortal recommended the 
ZBA grant an automatic one month deferral if there was an objection to an application before them.   
Council Member Wittenstein suggested the following: the City produce the sign with the applicant 
paying for the cost of the sign; in addition to the current public notice of Community Council 
Meetings, the Community Council should post a sign at the site location and place a notice in The 
Crier; and with regard to the Community Council meetings.  Mayor Wright stated that the 
recommendations are for the City to prepare the signs in-house and charge the cost to the applicant, 
increase the distance for mailings to 500 feet and charge the cost to the applicant, adequate notice  
for ZBA meetings, posting of the subject property before the Community Council meetings, and 
codifying the public notice requirements.   
 


 
Police Department Semi-Annual Report 


Chief Billy Grogan presented the Police Department Semi-Annual Report for the first six months of 
operation.  The Dunwoody Police Department has 40 sworn police officers and 8 civilians providing 
services to the citizens.  Chief Grogan reported there had been 18,596 calls for service during this 
period of time and approximately 50 walk-in customers receive customer service assistance from the 
Dunwoody Police Department on a daily basis.  Chief Grogan expressed his pride in the men and 
women he works with at the Police Department and the high level of customer service they have 
been able to provide to the citizens of the City of Dunwoody.  He thanked the Mayor, Council, and  
City Manager for their support.  Mayor Wright congratulated Chief Grogan and the Dunwoody 
Police Department for a job well done.  Council Member Heneghan echoed Mayor Wright and 
commented on some arrests the Police Department made during a rash of break ins in his 
neighborhood. 
 


 
Police Needs Assessment 


Chief Grogan presented the FY 2010 personnel requests for the Dunwoody Police Department.  He 
explained that a detailed analysis was conducted using standard workload measures, statistical 
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analysis, and comparisons with other agencies.  Chief Grogan said that based on that detailed 
analysis he is requesting two police officers, one detective, and one officer who will be assigned to a 
regional drug task force.  Mayor Wright expressed his support of Chief Grogan’s recommendations, 
as did Council Members Shortal, Taylor, and Wittenstein. 
 


 
First Read:  Ordinance to amend Fiscal Year 2009 Budget (ORDINANCE 2009-XX-XX) 


City Clerk Sharon Lowery conducted the First Read of this proposed ordinance.  Finance Director 
Chris Pike said this is more of housekeeping measure moving money into the right places and does 
not increase the Fiscal Year 2009 Budget.   
 


  
PUBLIC HEARING – City of Dunwoody Fiscal Year 2010 Budget 


Mayor Wright opened the Public Hearing without objection. 
 


Finance Director Chris Pike presented the proposed Fiscal Year 2010 Budget, stating that the 
General Fund revenue is projected at $16,849,083, expenditures are projected at $15,536,334,  and 
an excess transfer to Fund Balance of $1,312,749. 


Presentation and Recommendation by Finance Director 


 
Mayor Wright opened Public Comment without objection. 


In favor


Cheryl Summers – stated that she did not agree with certain items in the budget pertaining to Mayor 
and City Council benefits and recommended pay raises be 2%, stating that is comparable to Federal 
increases. 


:  


Against


Brian Sims - asked what the City intends to do with regard to capital budgets over the next 2-5 years.  
He said there is not enough budgeted for resurfacing the roadways in the City of Dunwoody, and 
commented on the amount budgeted for legal expenses. 


: 


 
Mayor Wright closed Public Comment without objection. 
 


City Clerk Sharon Lowery conducted the First Read of this proposed ordinance.  Council Member 
Wittenstein thanked Mr. Pike for putting the budget together and City Manager Warren Hutmacher 
for his introduction.  He said it’s a good document, he thinks the compromises are good, and he 


First Read: Ordinance to adopt Fiscal Year 2010 Budget.  (ORDINANCE 2009-XX-XX) 
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thinks it should be approved.  Mayor Wright thanked Council Member Shortal, Council Member 
Ross and Council Member Wittenstein for serving on the budget committee.  Council Member 
Shortal stated that the budget committee reviewed the budget line by line.  Mr. Pike stated that the 
final document is a good compromise, and that it reflects the values of the constituents. 


City Manager Warren Hutmacher explained that backyard chicken is the practice of raising chickens 
in a non-agricultural setting for the purpose of collecting eggs for domestic use.  He said staff was 
asked to research if owning backyard chickens was prohibited in residential districts in the City and 
staff has determined that it is prohibited.  Staff has been requested to draft a proposal that would 
enable this practice in all residential districts in the City.  Mr. Hutmacher said staff’s 
recommendation is to initiate a text amendment to enable backyard chicken raising in all zoning 
districts in the City and enact an ordinance with the following regulations: prohibiting roosters and 
crowing hens; maximum of 8 chickens at one time; permits shall be issued; enclosures not to exceed 
6 feet in height and must allow a footprint of at least 2 square feet per chicken housed in the 
enclosure, with a maximum enclosure footprint of 30 square feet; enclosures must be located in rear 
yard and setback at least 50 feet from the nearest residence, except that of the owner.  There must 
be a 5 foot setback from the owner’s residence; feed and other food must be stored in predator 
proof containers; the chickens must be kept within the predator proof enclosure when not 
supervised; enforcement shall be under the Dunwoody Municipal Court jurisdiction.  Council 
Member Wittenstein said he asked that this be brought before Council.  He said there are people in 
the City who are quietly raising chickens and the City should make it legal to do so.  Council 
Member Ross and Council Member Shortal spoke in opposition to allowing chicken rising within 
the City of Dunwoody.   


Discussion of backyard chicken raising ordinance 


Bob Lundsten - spoke in favor of the backyard chicken raising ordinance.   


Mayor Wright stated that if the City approves an ordinance regarding this matter it should be within 
the setbacks already in existence in our City Code.  He said he is not against looking at this more and 
tasked it to staff for more details regarding how suburban cities have handled this matter.   


Council Member Heneghan suggested staff look at the ordinance recently passed by Evanston, 
Illinois. He spoke in favor of the City adopting an ordinance that allows backyard chicken raising.   


Council Member Wittenstein stated that the sign committee updated the sign ordinance and the 
Community Council reviewed it last week.  Mr. Wittenstein said this sign ordinance needs more 
input from the PCIDs because it is really designed for the entire City of Dunwoody.  He 
recommended getting more input from the business community, and requested that the Planning 


Sign ordinance update. 







 


Page 7 of 7 
 


City of Dunwoody  - 41 Perimeter Center East, Suite 250 - Dunwoody, GA 30346 
P: 678-382-6700 - F: 770-396-4828 - www.dunwoodyga.gov 


 
 


Commission allow pole banners.  Mayor Wright agreed with Council Member Wittenstein and 
requested that the City Council utilize Bill Robinson, the Chair of the current sign committee, along 
with Yvonne Williams, to review these matters.  Bill Robinson agreed with Mayor Wright, and 
recommended possibly forming an overlay district for the PCIDs in order to address area specific 
needs such as this.  Mr. Robinson stated that he would accept Mayor Wright’s request to work with 
Yvonne Williams and the rest of the sign committee on these matters.  City Attorney Brian 
Anderson stated that the City has already advertised the discussion of the sign ordinance, so we 
cannot delay discussion.  City Manager Hutmacher stated that the sign ordinance discussion could 
be limited to the pole banner issue since the City Council will not pass the ordinance as a whole 
without changes regarding this matter. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT
 


: 


Mayor Wright requested public comment.  
 
Bob Lundsten - spoke in favor of changing the R100 zoning designation regarding the 
comprehensive land use map. 
 
Gerri Penn - spoke in favor of setting a lower limit on how many chickens would be allowed 
pursuant to any ordinance the City would adopt regarding this matter. 
 
Mayor Wright closed public comment.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
 


  None. 


 
ADJOURN:  


There being no further business the Meeting was adjourned.  Mayor Wright motioned to adjourn.  
Council Member Wittenstein seconded.  The motion carried unanimously (6-0). 
 
 
 
       Approved by: 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Ken Wright, Mayor  
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 
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CITY OF DUNWOODY 
October 26, 2009 


CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 


The Mayor and Council of the City of Dunwoody held a Regularly Scheduled Meeting on Monday, 
October 26, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  The Council Meeting was held in the City of Dunwoody City Hall, 41 
Perimeter Center East, Dunwoody, Georgia 30346.   
 
CALL TO ORDER:
 


  


Mayor Wright called the Meeting to order.  
 


 
ROLL CALL AND GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 


Present for this meeting were the following: 
 
  Mayor   Ken Wright   
 


District 1, Post 1 Denis Shortal, Council Member 
  District 2, Post 2 Adrian Bonser, Council Member 


District 3, Post 3 Tom Taylor, Council Member 
  At Large, Post 4 Robert Wittenstein, Council Member 
  At Large, Post 5 Danny Ross, Council Member 
  At Large, Post 6 John Heneghan, Council Member  
      


Staff Present:  Warren Hutmacher, City Manager 
     Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 


Brian Anderson, City Attorney 
Lenny Felgin, Assistant City Attorney 
Billy Grogan, Chief of Police 
Howard Koontz, City Planner 
Michael Tuller, Community Development Director 
 


Mayor Wright thanked Bill Grant and the Dunwoody Chamber of Commerce for their work on the 
first annual Dunwoody Fall Festival. 


 
Council Member Bonser spoke regarding Village Creek Drive speed tables, and stated that she spoke 
with Richard Meehan, and the work on this will commence this week or next week.  Ms. Bonser also 
mentioned the flooding in the Village Mill area and South of the Village Mill area, and stated that the 
City is addressing this matter.  She also congratulated the Dunwoody Chamber of Commerce for its 
work on the Dunwoody Fall Festival. 
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Council Member Shortal congratulated the City for its work on the Comprehensive Land Use 
Meetings.  He also thanked the Dunwoody Chamber of Commerce for publicizing these meetings.  
He stated that the first PCID meeting will be held this Thursday, and that the dates and times for all 
five meetings are published on the City’s website and are as follows:  October 29, 2009 – PCID; 
November 3, 2009 – Dunwoody Village; January 5, 2010 – Georgetown/Shallowford; January 12, 
2010 – Jett Ferry/Tilly Mill; and, January 21, 2010 – Winters Chapel.  He requested that everyone 
encourage their neighbors and friends to attend the meetings. 
 
Council Member Ross stated that the preservation trust farmhouse will be undergoing renovation of 
the interior of the building over the next couple of months.  December 3, 4, and 5, 2009, the 
Dunwoody Preservation Trust will have a Christmas Festival with an open house fundraiser for the 
Dunwoody Preservation Trust at a house on Nesbitt Ferry. 
 
Council Member Heneghan stated that there will be an ADA Accessibility Training Code 101 
seminar held at Dunwoody City Hall tomorrow, and that on or about November 4, 2009 there will 
be a revive285 meeting coming up with three days of meetings (which he believes are the same 
presentation repeated three times in order to increase attendance).  He stated that he plans to attend 
the meeting. 
 
INVOCATION:
 


 led by Council Member Ross. 


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
 


 led by Council Member Bonser. 


 
MINUTES: 


Council Member Shortal motioned to approve the Meeting Minutes from the October 12, 2009 City 
Council Meeting.  Council Member Wittenstein seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on 
and carried unanimously (7-0). 
 


 
APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA: 


Mayor Wright motioned to approve the agenda for this meeting.  Council Member Ross seconded 
the motion.  The motion was voted on and carried unanimously (7-0). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT
 


: 


Mayor Wright requested public comment. 
 
Max Lehmann spoke in favor of the changes to the public notice process that the City is 
contemplating regarding the ZBA.  He stated that he is the chairman for the multiple sclerosis 
advocacy group government relations committee, and that he is in favor of the ADA meeting being 
held at City Hall tomorrow. 
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Bill Grant spoke on behalf of the Dunwoody Chamber of Commerce, and requested that the City 
Council not raise the tax rates for business licenses.  
 
 Mayor Wright closed public comment. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENT
 


:   


Council Member Taylor stated that the City did a good job with code enforcement with Northchase 
Apartments.  He stated that the City engaged in educating the management team of Northchase 
Apartments, and then cited the individuals who continued to be in violation of the code, which 
resulted in the firing of the management team at that apartment complex, and consequent 
improvement of the management of those apartments.  He stated that he, along with Lt. Fladrich, 
and Kimberly Greer went to a grants workshop in Savannah recently, which was conducted by 
Senators Chambliss and Isakson.  He stated that it is good for the City to utilize our assets regarding 
grants.  He also stated that Chief Grogan did a good job with the recent traffic check point, putting 
47 Dunwoody offenders in jail due to that effort. 
 
Council Member Ross stated that he attended the DeKalb Convention and Visitors Bureau board 
meeting, that they have twelve staff members, and that we at the Convention and Visitors Bureau of 
Dunwoody have a great team in place. 
 
Chief Grogan stated that Officer Fidel Espinoza of the Dunwoody Police Department works with 
children in the Peachtree Industrial area, many of whom are underprivileged, and Officer Espinoza 
has started a “Christmas for Kids” program to solicit help from the community and North 
Peachtree Baptist Church to collect toys for these children.  This event is posted on the City’s 
website. 
 


 
CONSENT AGENDA: 


Council Member Ross motioned to approve the Consent Agenda.  Council Member Wittenstein 
seconded.  The motion was voted on and carried unanimously (7-0). 
 


 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 


 


Second Read:  Text Amendment to Chapter 27:  Zoning §5A and §5D:  Public Notice 
requirements for zoning actions in the City of Dunwoody (ORDINANCE 2009-09-44). 


City Clerk, Sharon Lowery conducted a Second Read of the Text Amendment to Chapter 27:  
Zoning §5A and §5D:  Public Notice requirements for zoning actions in the City of Dunwoody.  
(ORDINANCE 2009-09-44).  City Planner, Howard Koontz, spoke regarding the text amendment 
to Chapter 27, and stated that the changes are reflective of the discussion in last week’s City Council 
Work Session.  Council Member Wittenstein motioned to approve the text amendment to Chapter 
27.  Mayor Wright seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and carried unanimously (7-0). 
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Second Read:  Ordinance to adopt Fiscal year 2010 Budget.  (ORDINANCE 2009-10-47). 


City Clerk, Sharon Lowery conducted a Second Read of the Ordinance to adopt Fiscal year 2010 
Budget.  (ORDINANCE 2009-10-47).  Warren Hutmacher spoke regarding the 2010 Budget 
Ordinance.  Council Member Shortal motioned to approve the 2010 Budget.  Council Member 
Wittenstein seconded the motion.  Mayor Wright motioned to amend the budget as follows:  a) add 
two police officer positions with a hire date of 10/1/2010 at a cost of $135,400.00; b) add an impact 
fee study at a cost of $30,000.00; c) delay hiring a narcotics officer until July 1, 2010, which would 
decrease the budget by $31,000.00; d) reduce funding for intersection improvement designs, 
decreasing the budget by $50,000.00; e) eliminate funding for a spare police car, decreasing the 
budget by $49,500.00; f) eliminate funding for false alarm software, decreasing the budget by 
$34,900.00; and g) increase the total number of full time positions for the City of Dunwoody to 56 
FTEs.  Council Member Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and carried 
unanimously (7-0). 
 
Council Member Shortal motioned to amend the 2010 budget as amended, by deleting group health 
insurance and group dental insurance options for the Mayor and City Council Members.  There was 
discussion among the City Council Members regarding this motion.  Council Member Ross 
seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and failed (2-5) with Council Member Bonser, 
Council Member Heneghan, Council Member Taylor, Council Member Wittenstein, and Mayor 
Wright voting against the motion. 
 
There was a vote on passing the ordinance as amended, and the vote carried unanimously (7-0). 
 
REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS:
 


  None 


 
NEW BUSINESS: 


 


PUBLIC HEARING – Chapter 21:  Signs §12:  Non-Residential Zoning District Sign 
Regulations. 


City Planner, Howard Koontz spoke regarding two text amendments to Chapter 21.  There was 
discussion among the council members regarding the amendments. 
 
Mayor Wright opened for public comment,  There was no public comment.  Mayor Wright closed 
public comment and closed the public hearing. 
 


 


First Read:  Ordinance to amend Chapter 21:  Signs §12:  Non-Residential Zoning District 
Sign Regulations.  (ORDINANCE 2009-XX-XX). 


City Clerk, Sharon Lowery conducted a first read of the ordinance to amend Chapter 21. 
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PUBLIC HEARING – Chapter 27:  Zoning; Pre-submittal meetings. 


City Planner, Howard Koontz spoke regarding the amendment to Chapter 21.  There was discussion 
among the Council Members regarding the amendment.  Council Member Shortal requested that if 
the meeting could not be held within a two mile radius, that the City Manager should approve a 
suitable location outside of the two mile radius. 
 
Mayor Wright opened for public comment.  Bill Grant spoke in favor of the amendment.  Mayor 
Wright closed public comment and the public hearing. 
 


 


First Read:  Ordinance to amend Chapter 27:  Zoning; Pre-submittal meetings.  
(ORDINANCE 2009-XX-XX). 


City Clerk, Sharon Lowery conducted a first read of the ordinance to amend Chapter 27. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:
 


  None. 


 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   


MJ Thomas thanked Mayor Wright, City Manager, Warren Hutmacher, and the City of Dunwoody 
for making the permitting process for the Dunwoody Arts Festival run so well.  She stated that over 
five thousand people attended the event, and everyone enjoyed the event.  She thanked the 
Dunwoody Chamber of Commerce for their work on this event.  Ms. Thomas said that the Ravinia 
Club won first place in the chili cook off.  She also thanked The Crier for its promotion of the event. 
 


 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 


Mayor Wright motioned to break for executive session regarding legal and personnel discussions, 
Council Member Wittenstein seconded the motion, the motion was voted on and carried 
unanimously (7-0). 
 


 
ADJOURN: 


There being no further business the Meeting was adjourned.  (Mayor Wright motioned to adjourn 
the meeting, the motion was seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (7-0)). 
 


[Signatures appear on next page] 
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       Approved by: 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Ken Wright, Mayor  
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 
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MEMORANDUM 
Date: November 9, 2009 


Subject: 2nd


 


 Read; Text Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance “Pre-submittal meeting” 


At the direction of the Dunwoody Mayor & City Council, staff presents a new application 
requirement for a client pursuing an amendment to the city land use plan, an amendment to the 
official zoning map or special land use permit, or a major amendment/modification to a prior 
condition of zoning. This requirement will add a fifth opportunity for citizen review of a proposal, 
and  follows the DeKalb County model, wherein an applicant has to hold and attend a pre-submittal 
meeting with the community adjoining the subject property prior to beginning the City 
meeting/approval process. 


The details of the procedure are contained in the text of the amendment, below. 


“No application for an amendment to the land use plan, an amendment to the official 
zoning map or special land use permit, or a major amendment/modification to a condition 
of zoning shall be filed and/or accepted for filing until such time as the applicant has 
attended and held a publicized pre-submittal community meeting(s) with surrounding 
neighborhood association(s)/community groups within one-half (1/2) mile of the subject 
property and adjacent and nearby property owners within five hundred (500) feet of the 
subject property.  A notice of the pre-submittal community meeting shall be made in writing.  
The pre-submittal community meeting shall be scheduled at a time agreeable to the 
association/group in a facility within two (2) miles of the subject property and shall not take 
place less than fifteen (15) days after the date of the written notice.  Applicants are required 
to provide documentation that verifies the occurrence of said meeting(s), including but not 
limited to notice letter, sign-in sheets or correspondence from the neighborhood 
association(s) or residents from the community before the application can be considered 
complete.” 


At their regular September meeting, the Community Council heard and discussed the item. The 
Board members discussed the need for more clarity of the distribution process in regards to the 
community meeting notice being submitted in writing. Staff also introduced the idea that the 
community meeting shall be held “no more than 120 days prior to making formal submission to the 
City” to begin the Mayor & City Council approval process. The Community Council approved the 
text amendment as presented, with the 120-day caveat, 7-0. 


Community Council 
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The Planning Commission heard the issue at their regular October 2009 meeting. Discussion was 
had related to both the original proposal and the addendum for the 120-day relationship between 
the community meeting and the submission to the City. The Planning Commission decided that: 


Planning Commission 


(1) “A notice of the pre-submittal community meeting shall be made in writing” shall require 
more clarification as to what constitutes “writing”. The Commissioners found that an advertisement 
in the local newspaper and


(2) The 120-day provision mentioned at the Community Council meeting shall begin from the 
last community meeting held related to the project, in the instance that there are more than one 
community meetings required. 


 a letter mailed to adjoining property owners will suffice for “writing”. 
Staff supports this clarification. 


The motion by the Planning Commission was recommendation of approval of the item, with the 
changes noted. The motion passed 5-0. 
 


At the October 26


Mayor & City Council 
th


 


 voting meeting of the Mayor & City Council, following a Public Hearing and 
subsequent discussion, the council membership indicated overwhelmingly to support this proposed 
text amendment with the two clarifications noted at the Planning Commission meeting. These 
changes are noted in the text of the ordinance itself, attached to this memo. 


Staff cautions against approval of the text amendment, as it is not believed there will be any 
appreciable benefit or efficacy to a fifth required meeting, when quality discussions can be had in the 
bounds of the existing process. 


Recommendation 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 27 OF THE CITY OF DUNWOODY CODE 
OF ORDINANCES BY ADDING A PRE-APPLICATION SUBMITTAL MEETING 


REQUIREMENT FOR CERTAIN LAND USE PETITIONS 


WHEREAS,  the City of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 27 of the City of 
Dunwoody Code of Ordinances, provides for a certain process for 
petitioning for amendments to land use or conditions thereto; and 


 
WHEREAS,  the Mayor and City Council, in order to protect the safety, health and welfare 


of the citizens of the City, desire to have additional input for affected 
neighbors of a development property requesting a land use permit; and 


 
WHEREAS, in order to provide for such additional input by the citizens of the City, the 


Mayor and Council would wish to allow for a meeting between the land use 
applicant and all affected citizenry prior to the submittal of any land use 
petitions by the applicant to the City; and 


 
WHEREAS, the City believes that this pre-meeting will streamline the application process 


by allowing the land use applicant to receive valuable input on the use of the 
property from affected neighbors; and 


 
WHEREAS, A properly-advertised public hearing has been held on October 26, 2009 


during the First Read of this Ordinance and the Second Read of this 
Ordinance and adoption is being held on November 9, 2009.  


 
 THEREFORE, Mayor and City Council of the City of Dunwoody hereby ordain as 
follows:  
 
 Section 1


 


:  The City of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 27 of the City Code of 
Ordinances, is hereby amended by adding subsection (b) to Article V (Administration), Section 5A-1 
(Initiation of Amendments) to read as follows: 


 Sec. 5A-1.  Initiation of Amendments. 


(a) The text of this Chapter, the official zoning maps, and the comprehensive plan land use 
maps may be amended by the City Council pursuant to a proposed ordinance introduced 
by one (1) or more members of the City Council or by official action of the planning 
commission.  In addition, amendments to the official zoning maps and the 
comprehensive plan land use maps may be initiated upon application by the owner(s) of 
the subject property or the authorized agent of the owner(s).  Before enacting any 
amendment to this Chapter, the official zoning maps, or the comprehensive plan land 
use maps the City Council shall provide for the public notice and public hearings 
required by this Chapter. 
 


(b) No Application for an amendment to the land use plan, an amendment to the official 
zoning map or special land use permit, or a major amendment/modification to a 
condition of zoning shall be filed and/or accepted for filing until such time as the 
applicant has attended and held a publicized pre-submittal community meeting(s) with 
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surrounding neighborhood association(s)/community groups within one-half (1/2) mile 
of the subject property and adjacent and nearby property owners within five hundred 
(500) feet of the subject property.  A notice of the pre-submittal community meeting 
shall be made in writing.  The pre-submittal community meeting shall be scheduled at a 
time a facility within two (2) miles of the subject property and shall not take place less 
than fifteen (15) days after the date of the written notice nor more than one hundred 
twenty (120) days prior to submittal of the application to the City.  Applicants are 
required to provide documentation that verifies the occurrence of said meeting(s) before 
the application can be considered complete. 


 
Section 2:


 


  This Amendment shall become effective immediately upon its adoption by the 
City Council, and incorporated into the Code of the City of Dunwoody, Georgia.  This Amendment 
hereby repeals any and all conflicting ordinances and amendments. 


SO ORDAINED, this 9th


 
 day of November, 2009. 


         
 


Approved: 
 
 
        ________________________ 
        Ken Wright, Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST:       Approved as to Form and Content: 
 
 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk     Brian Anderson, City Attorney 
(Seal) 





		Pre-submittal memo M-CC v2

		I1. Ordinance Amendment to Chapter 27 - pre application review

		Sec. 5A-1.  Initiation of Amendments.








 
MEMORANDUM 


To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 


From: Warren Hutmacher, City Manager 


Date: November 9, 2009 


Subject: 
 


Perimeter Centers Improvement District (PCID)– Cooperation Agreement 


Pursuant to HB 764, which was adopted in 2009 by the Georgia General Assembly, the City of Dunwoody 
was officially recognized as a governing authority within the PCID and granted the right to make an 
appointment to the PCID Board of Directors.   
 
Prior to being able to make a Dunwoody appointment to the PCID, it is required that the City enters into a 
cooperation agreement with the PCID.  This agreement formalizes our relationship under Georgia law.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


CITY OF DUNWOODY 
   41 Perimeter Center East 
   Dunwoody, GA  30346 
Phone: 678.382.6700 • Fax: 678.382.6701 
www.dunwoodyga.gov 
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 A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE AND AUTHORIZE AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF DUNWOODY  


 
AND PERIMETER CENTER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 


WHEREAS, by Local Act 1998 Ga. L. 4228, as amended, the General Assembly provided 
for the creation of a Community Improvement District (“CID”) in the 
Perimeter Center area of DeKalb County; and 


 
WHEREAS, by Local Act 2008 Ga. L. 3536, the General Assembly provided for the 


incorporation of the City of Dunwoody and that area of incorporation 
partially overlaps the area of the CID.; and 


 
WHEREAS, by H.B. 764, adopted in the 2009 Session (“2009 Act”), the General 


Assembly provided for a cooperation agreement to be jointly executed by the 
CID Board and the governing authority of the City of Dunwoody; and 


 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council are the governing authority of the City of 


Dunwoody; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Dunwoody and the CID Board desire to enter into a cooperation 


agreement to effectuate the continued operation of the CID within the City 
in accordance with the 2009 Act. 


 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City 
of Dunwoody that by passage of this Resolution, the City of Dunwoody Mayor and City Council 
authorize the City to enter into an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) for the continued operation 
of the CID within the City.  The Mayor and Council direct the Mayor to enter into an 
Intergovernmental Agreement with the CID. 
 
 SO RESOLVED AND EFFECTIVE, this ____ day of __________, 2009. 
 
 
        Approved: 
 
 
        __________________________ 
        Ken Wright, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Sharon Lower, City Clerk 
 


Seal 





















		PCID Cooperation agreement memo

		I2. Resolution to Enter Into PCID Cooperation Agreement

		I2. Resolution to Enter Into PCID Cooperation Agreement

		PCID Cooperation Agreement
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MEMORANDUM 
Date: November 5, 2009 


 


Subject: Text Amendment to the Sign Ordinance for the placement of exterior wall signs 


Staff presents the following proposal to amend the City of Dunwoody Sign Ordinance. 
Currently, in most instances commercial wall signage in the City of Dunwoody is limited to one such 
sign, and that sign must be mounted on the building’s “façade”. A façade is specifically defined in 
the sign ordinance as “the exterior wall of a building facing any street which provides direct ingress 
and egress to the lot.” Corner lots fronting two public rights of way are afforded two signs, as long 
as the property has a means of ingress/egress from both rights of way. 


The proposal submitted before you is to create an exception for commercial building signage 
placed on or above the 12th


Chapter 21, Article III, §12(e), and will read “Non-residential and mixed-use buildings are 
not restricted as to the location of wall signs. However, no wall sign shall exceed any roof 
line.” 


 story of a non-residential and/or mixed use building. This exception 
would remove the restriction for sign placement on facades only, and instead allow signage to be 
mounted on any wall, irrespective of street location(s). The ordinance amendment will read: 


The Community Council at their September 2009 meeting heard and discussed the proposal. 
None of the membership supported the idea of allowing signage in the manner proposed in this 
amendment. The motion was made not to add the amendment, and the motion passed 7-0. 


Community Council 


The Planning Commission next heard the proposal at their regular October 2009 meeting. Citing 
the need for economic development in Dunwoody, and recognizing that there will be many 
more buildings built in Dunwoody that exceed the 12 story level, the Planning Commission 
supports the text amendment as written. 


Planning Commission 


At the October 26


Mayor & City Council 
th voting meeting of the Mayor & City Council, the item was introduced, and 


discussion was had related to existing requirements for wall signage placement and allowable 
aggregate square footage of wall signs. Following that discussion, between the first read and the 
second read, a significant change has been introduced to this text amendment. The requirement 
that wall signage must be installed above the 12th story to qualify for placement exemption has 
been removed; with this new language attached, there is no longer any limitation on the 
placement of mixed-use and non-residential wall signage, irrespective of building height. This 
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does not exempt the signage from square footage requirements; it only removes the requirement 
that wall signage must be placed on “façades” only. Wall signage can now be placed on any 
exterior wall. 


Staff supports the text amendment to allow wall signs in this manner.  


Recommendation 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 21 OF THE CITY OF DUNWOODY CODE 
OF ORDINANCES BY ADDING AN EXEMPTION FOR WALL SIGNS FOR CERTAIN 


BUILDINGS IN THE CITY 


WHEREAS,  The City of Dunwoody adopted Chapter 21 (Signs) of the City of Dunwoody 
Code of Ordinances, on December 18, 2008 and readopted same on January 
26, 2009; and 


 
WHEREAS,  The City desires to promote economic development in the City by being an 


inviting location for high profile prospective commercial tenants in the City’s 
non-residential zoning districts, in order to promote the prosperity, health, 
safety and welfare of the City and its citizens; and 


 
WHEREAS,  Mayor and City Council of the City of Dunwoody deem it appropriate, to 


promote said economic development, to include an exemption from certain 
location requirements for wall signs in buildings in non-residential zoning 
districts; and 


 
WHEREAS, A properly-advertised public hearing has been held on October 26, 2009 


during the First Read of this Ordinance and the Second Read of this 
Ordinance and adoption is being held on November 9, 2009.  


 
 THEREFORE, Mayor and City Council of the City of Dunwoody hereby ordain as 
follows:  
 
 Section 1


 


:  Chapter 21, Article III, Section 12(b) of the City of Dunwoody Code of 
Ordinances, Signs, is hereby amended to read as follows: 


 Section 12: Non-Residential Zoning District Regulations 
 


(b) In lieu of the sign regulations of Table (a) above, a lot located in a non-residential 
district and developed as a planned commercial center shall be allowed the following: 


 
TABLE INSET: 
 
 Ground 


Sign 
Canopy or 
Wall Sign 


Directional 
Sign 


Entrance 
Sign 


Window 
Sign 


Standard 
Informational 
Sign 


Maximum 
height 


20 feet N/A 3 feet 8 feet  N/A 10 feet 


Maximum 
Width 


20 feet 80% of the 
wall or 
canopy 
width 


3 feet 8 feet N/A N/A 


Max. sq. ft. 200 30 sq. ft. or 
4 sq. ft. per 
linear foot 


6 32 30% of the 
window 
space for 


16 feet 
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of the wall 
or canopy, 
whichever is 
greater, up 
to a 
maximum 
of 150 sq. 
ft. for 
buildings 
under 12 
stories and 
up to 500 
sq. ft. for 
buildings 12 
stories or 
more (See 
Article III, 
Section 
9(b)) 


buildings 
under 
50,000 sq. 
ft.; 10 % of 
the window 
area for 
buildings 
50,000 sq. 
ft. or over 


Maximum 
number 
allowed 


1 sign per 
business 
entity or 
tenant  


1/primary 
façade and 
1/secondary 
façade1 sign 
per business 
entity or 
tenant 


2/authorized 
curb cut 


1/entrance N/A 1 per lot 


Maximum 
projection 
from 
structure 


N/A 6 feet 2 feet N/A N/A N/A 


Required 
setback 
from 
electrical 
transmission 
lines 


10 feet N/A 0 feet 10 feet  N/A 10 feet 


 
  
Section 2:


 


  Chapter 21, Article III, Section 12 of the City of Dunwoody Code of Ordinances, Signs, 
is hereby amended by the addition of subsection (e) as follows: 


(e) Non-residential and mixed-use buildings are not restricted as to the location of wall 
signs.  However, no wall sign shall exceed any roof line. 


 
 
Section 3:  This Amendment shall become effective immediately upon its adoption by the 


City Council, and incorporated into the Code of the City of Dunwoody, Georgia.  This Amendment 
hereby repeals any and all conflicting ordinances and amendments. 
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SO ORDAINED, this ___ day of _________________, 2009. 


 
Approved: 


 
 
         ________________________ 
         Ken Wright, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST:      Approved as to Form and Content: 
 
 
__________________________   __________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk (Seal)   Brian Anderson, City Attorney 





		12th story wall signs memo MCC 2

		J1. Ordinance Amendment to Chapter 21 (signs)
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MEMORANDUM 


To: Mayor and City Council 


From: Michael Tuller, Community Development Director 


Date: November 9, 2009 


 


Subject: Livable Centers Initiative Application 


The Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) Board adopted policies in the Regional Transportation 
Plan proposal in May 1999 to provide funding for investment studies and transportation projects 
located in activity and town centers.  This program of studies and projects has become known as the 
Livable Centers Initiative (LCI).  In July of 2009, the ARC Board extended the program for three 
additional years of study funds.  These studies are awarded on a competitive basis to local 
governments for producing plans to define future center development strategies and supporting 
public and private investments. 


One eligible study area category is a town center.  As defined by ARC, town centers typically 
represent the historic center of a municipality.  These areas are historically the center of the 
community and have a mix of commercial and civic uses within a recognizable boundary.  The 
Dunwoody Village has a mix of commercial and civic uses and a well defined boundary established 
by the Dunwoody Village Overlay District.   


City staff has met with ARC staff and we have been encouraged to submit only one LCI application 
in this round of applications.  The City of Dunwoody has expressed interest in submitting a second 
LCI application for the Georgetown/Shallowford Road redevelopment area on behalf of the city.  
While the Georgetown/Shallowford Road area is a top priority for the City of  Dunwoody, the LCI 
program requirements are a better fit for Dunwoody Village.  The City still intends to fully fund 
($125,000) a redevelopment study for Georgetown/Shallowford Road early in 2010.  The planning 
process for these two studies will likely run concurrently. 


Staff recommends applying for a Livable Centers Initiative study for the Dunwoody Village.  
If awarded, this would complement the budgeted Master Plan, preserve historical characteristics, 
create stronger community identity, and increase the desirability of redevelopment.  


One of the application requirements is the identification of a source of matching funds, in terms of a 
resolution from the City, acknowledging commitment to develop the study and provide a cash 
match equivalent to at least 20% of the total funds requested.  


In an effort to enhance the candidacy of the LCI application, staff recommends Mayor and Council 
increase the local share amount above the required 20% to 46.66% or $70,000 which exhibits the 
City of Dunwoody’s commitment to a well-developed master plan effort for the Dunwoody Village.  
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This $70,000 cash match would pull from the already budgeted $250,000 for the two redevelopment 
studies for FY 2010.  If awarded an LCI grant for Dunwoody Village, the City may either reduce its 
investment into that plan or maintain its planned investment and create a more comprehensive and 
in depth redevelopment plan for both areas. 


If applying for a LCI study for the Dunwoody Village pleases the Mayor and City Council, the 
attached resolution would support and complete the application.    
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2010 LCI Study Application  


  


Date: ___


LCI Application Form  


11/09/09


Name of responsible organization: __


___________ 


City of Dunwoody


Name of contact person: ___


 ______________________________  


Michael Tuller 


Title: __


_______________________________________  


Community Development Director__ Department: ___Community Development


Address/City/State/Zip: ___


_____  


41 Perimeter Center East, Suite 250, Dunwoody, GA 30346


Telephone: (


______  


678)_382-6700_________________ FAX:(_678 )_382-6701


E-mail: _


__________________  


michael.tuller@dunwoodyga.gov


Non-profit designation: ____


________________  


N/A


Study area name and location: __


________________________  


Dunwoody Village 


Total study budget: __


__________________________________  


$150,000__________ Funds requested: ____$100,000


Cash Match: ____


______________  


$70,000


Is the study proposal consistent with the adopted local Comprehensive Plan?  If not, explain:  


___________________ 


 


Yes – adopted DeKalb County 2025 Comprehensive Plan and Dunwoody 2030 Plan to be     


adopted in 2010                 


Signature: ______________________________________  
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Dunwoody Village – Map 


The Dunwoody Village has clearly established boundaries pursuant to the established Zoning Map. 


These established boundaries also mirror the boundaries for the Dunwoody Village Character Area as 


established by the current Comprehensive Land Use Planning Process.   


 


The Dunwoody Village represents the 


historic center of the municipality.  This 


area is historically the center of the 


community and has a mix of commercial 


and civic uses including local stores and 


the Dunwoody Village Post Office.  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Property owners and businesses in the Dunwoody Village include the following: 


• Regency Centers 
• Simpson Organization 
• Dunwoody Village Post Office 
• Texaco Express Lube 
• Bank of North Georgia 
• IronStone Bank 
• CVS 
• Dunwoody Veterinary Clinic 
• Smoothie King 


• Dunwoody Animal Hospital 
• Dunkin Donuts 
• Starbucks 
• Old Hickory House 
• Burger King 
• Dunwoody Chevron 
• Mellow Mushroom 
• Dunwoody United Methodist Church 
• Publix 
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• Fresh Market 
• Moe’s 
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STATE OF GEORGIA 
CITY OF DUNWOODY  RESOLUTION 2009-11-59 


 


WHEREAS, The City will encourage and provide opportunities to the citizens, city officials, and 
civic groups to participate in the planning process and support the Livable Centers 
Initiative study’s goals and objectives; and 


A RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE APPLICATION FOR THE ATLANTA 
REGIONAL COMMISSION’S LIVABLE CENTERS INITIATIVE PROGRAM 


WHEREAS,  the City seeks to foster pedestrian use of the Dunwoody Village and connectivity of 
travel modes, thereby, integrating walking, transit, bicycle, and vehicle travel; and 


WHEREAS,  the City seeks to utilize planning funds to showcase the integration of land use policy 
and transportation with urban design tools to increase the desirability of 
redevelopment of the Dunwoody Village; and 


WHEREAS, the City is committed to reduce automobile dependency and provide better linkages 
with and between alternative modes of transportation within the Dunwoody Village; 
and 


WHEREAS, the City seeks to create a quality, balanced environment by establishing policies to 
encourage mixed use development in the Dunwoody Village area such as combined 
office, retail and residential, live-work units, civic institutional, local and unique 
business, boutique retail, public assembly and entertainment; now 


 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of 
Dunwoody, that the City of Dunwoody supports the application for the Atlanta Regional 
Commission’s Livable Centers Initiative Program, and will provide a cash match equivalent to 
$70,000.  


 SO RESOVLED AND EFFECTIVE this 9th


      


 day of November, 2009. 


Approved: 


         
____________________________ 
Ken Wright, Mayor 


 
Attest: 
 
 
__________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk       Seal 
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 Issue Statement: 


Redeveloping the Dunwoody Village is viewed by most residents as one of the highest priorities for the 
City.  This priority has become almost thematic as the City of Dunwoody continues the process of 
creating our Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  Of the five Character Areas noted in the municipal limits, 
the Dunwoody Village represents the historic crossroads of the city and is the area generating the most 
community-based interest.  The Dunwoody Village evolved in the 1970’s as a neighborhood commercial 
center serving the surrounding residential communities with an assortment of niche restaurants, shops, 
offices, and services.  As the  Perimeter Mall area transformed into a regional activity center, a 
competing interested between these two divergent commercial nodes has developed.   


On December 1, 2008 the City of Dunwoody was officially incorporated as Georgia’s 
newest municipality.  However, the effort to incorporate Dunwoody  is far from a recent concept.  The 
historical area of Dunwoody officially became a city at midnight on December 1, 2008 following a 
community-led movement to incorporate the City. Although not formally recognized as a City prior to 
2008, the residents in this area have always identified themselves as living in “Dunwoody”, with a 
unique history separate from other areas and cities in DeKalb County.  The Dunwoody Village itself was 
first legally recognized with a strong Zoning Overlay District adopted by DeKalb County in the 1990s to 
protect the character and integrity of the area.  The Dunwoody Village Overlay District establishes 
architectural regulations, guidelines for sidewalks and pedestrian walkways, landscaping, lighting, 
parking, public areas, street furniture, and signs. In October 2009, the Dunwoody Village Overlay District 
was readopted and a Design Review Advisory Committee was added in order to allow committee 
members with qualifications and design experience to make recommendations to the Community 
Development Director.   


Where access to I-285 and a successful 2001 LCI study have transformed  the Perimeter Center   into one 
of the most vital regional activity centers in the State of Georgia, the “ripple effect” of growth has not 
extended into the Dunwoody Village, despite its physically adjacent  boundary.   A Livable Centers 
Initiative study to both preserve the historical characteristic of this town center, further create 
community identity, and increase the desirability of redevelopment of the area could revitalize not only 
the Dunwoody Village but the City of Dunwoody as a whole.  A revitalized town center would 
complement, rather than compete, with the premier economic engine of north Atlanta.  


As part of the Character Area process in the Comprehensive Planning process, the citizens have placed a 
priority on transforming the Dunwoody Village into a Town Center.  Although the Dunwoody Village 
already directly aligns with the LCI definition of a town center, discussions of this area have revolved 
around the  potential locating of a new Dunwoody City Hall and a governmental services center as the 
anchor land use in a redevelopment scenario.   In recent community meetings, the public has voiced the 
importance of improving the vehicular circulation in the Village in any master planning initiative, which 
is primarily associated with the problematic Mount Vernon Road at Chamblee-Dunwoody Road 
intersection.  The draft plan for the Village contemplates a 3-story design theme within the Dunwoody 
Village and up to 5-stories at the intersections, providing the design is architecturally unique, structured 
parking is theorized, and park/greenspace land is integrated.  


Dunwoody Village  – Town Center 
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The Character Area discussions for the Dunwoody Village have also recognized the economic necessity 
of establishing greater residential and commercial intensities within the district in order to promote 
redevelopment; through land use incentives that set-aside greenspace for community and pocket parks.  
In light of the aging demographics in the established residential subdivisions of Dunwoody, the city 
seeks to investigate multigenerational housing design options to address “aging in place” issues that are 
quickly evolving throughout the municipal limits.  The vast majority of residential homes are two-story 
homes with master bedrooms on the top floor.  Many of these floor plans  are not entirely conducive to 
senior living.  Redevelopment could address mobility constraints, and  elevators and ADA ramps as 
necessary components to the needs of an aging person’s lifestyle demands.     


Community discussions of the Dunwoody Village have evolved about increasing multimodal 
transportation opportunities within the Dunwoody Village to ameliorate vehicular impacts, including  
increased MARTA bus route network, integration of a circulator bus/trolley system, bike lane 
installation, improved sidewalk/trail connections, traffic calming measures, and ITS implementation for 
increased operational/safety measures.  This directly relates to the LCI program goal of providing a 
range of access to different travel modes and would complement the development of a community-
based transportation investment program.  


Alignment with LCI Program Goals 


Creating a sense of place and creating a stronger community identity is a primary focal point for the 
Dunwoody Village in a redevelopment scenario.  The combination of traditional single-story strip retail 
and two-story office developments have  established a non-cohesive development trend that induces 
automobile-oriented accessibility and dangerous pedestrian movement options.  The congested 
situation in the Dunwoody Village during the mornings and evenings has led to significant turnover 
within the retail and office suites, where vacancy rates are much higher than metro area averages.   


 


  


 


 


 


    







Dunwoody Village - Livable Centers Initiative – Study Plan 
 


  
Page 7  


  


 


 Regional Significance: 


Dunwoody has witnessed over a 100 year history in the Atlanta region, where it originally served as a 
freight distribution station location for the railroad line that extended from Atlanta, Chamblee, and 
Dunwoody north to the Chattahoochee River station in Roswell.  A century later, the Dunwoody Village 
is still a crossroads community location for regional transportation and pass-through traffic.  This 
dynamic change certainly promotes the Dunwoody Village as a LCI community with regional significance, 
factoring the abutting Perimeter Center Community Improvement Districts 


The evolution of the Perimeter Center as one of the premiere job centers for metro Atlanta and has in 
turn created renewed interest in redefining the Dunwoody Village in terms of land use and 
transportation infrastructure investments.  Employers, employees, and  shoppers  utilize the Dunwoody 
Village area for peak period travel and retail commerce.  This situation has transformed the suburban 
village into a true Town Center location, based on new residential populations entering within the 
Perimeter Center and related trips being generated from this urban-scale activity center. 


Demographic Projections and Occupational Growth 


The City of Dunwoody Comprehensive Plan estimates Dunwoody’s current population to be 43,000 
residents with an increase in population of over 10,000 individuals by 2030.  Though it is likely that a 
majority of new Dunwoody residents will reside within the Perimeter Center area  , many feel the 
residential ring surrounding the Dunwoody Village will be another likely area for the absorption of 
population increases.  Similarly, by 2030 it is estimated that over 30% of the Dunwoody population will 
be between 55-84 years of age. 


The regional initiative to tout transit along the I-285 places the City of Dunwoody directly in the path of 
a transportation system that will utilize managed travel lanes and either bus or light rail technologies.  
The relatively close proximity of the Dunwoody Village to both the MARTA line in the Perimeter Center 
and the proposed station at the Chamblee Dunwoody Road heightens its interest and importance as a 
crucial ingredient in successfully promoting regional transit integration, over and above the existing 
MARTA bus routes.           


The PCIDs  estimates another 25,000 employees entering the job market of either Dekalb and Fulton 
portions of the PCIDs boundaries in the next three (3) years.  Current estimates approximate 100,000 
employees working within the two PCIDs.   Staff is of the opinion there are occupational opportunities to 
explore with the redevelopment of the Dunwoody Village as niche office space in the years ahead for 
those local residents desiring a structured occupational environment, relatively modest lease rates, and 
close proximity to their existing homes.   


RTP and RDP Goals 


The ARC goals noted for the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) are in concert with the conceptual plan 
to reinvent the Dunwoody Village into a vibrant mixed-use Town Center community in the near future.  
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The crossroads congestion at Chamblee-Dunwoody Road and Mount Vernon Road can reach a virtual 
gridlock situation during morning and afternoon peak periods, where area residents choose not to leave 
their homes due to the inordinate vehicular delay time that can take 15-30 minutes to travel 1-2 miles 
near the Dunwoody Village.  A LCI Study for the Dunwoody Village would address transportation 
mobility and multimodal choices as the central issue in the plan development process.  Aerial views of 
the Dunwoody Village show opportunities for a quasi-grid street pattern on both sides of Chamblee-
Dunwoody Road and vehicular bypass accessibility options for peak period mobility.   


The investment in the redevelopment of the Dunwoody Village as a LCI Town Center will ensure the 
promotion of a new roadway network through the inclusion of Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) 
at key intersections, traffic calming techniques, bicycle/ pedestrian improvements, traffic redistribution 
plans, and operational improvements at congested roadway segments.  The City is currently evaluating 
bid proposals for a TE Project on Dunwoody Village Parkway, which would create a multi-use trail and 
bicycle lane facilities in the concept plan.  The plan will likely introduce a “road diet” to remove one 
travel lane on the northbound alignment, which many view does not necessitate a median divided four-
lane travel lane section for essentially an access road connecting Mount Vernon Road to Chamblee-
Dunwoody Road. 


The City of Dunwoody’s efforts to be recognized as a Green Communities and establishment of the 
Sustainability Commission by  researching and implementing successful “green government” techniques, 
policies, and programs will assist the Dunwoody Village LCI study.  Any plan for the Dunwoody Village 
will entail greenspace/pocket parks/possible amphitheater into the commercial node, where new open 
space would help address stormwater runoff impacts and groundwater recharge opportunities. 


The Developed Area Policies included as part of the Regional Development Plan (RDP) Policies 
additionally fall into alignment with the future plans espoused by the community members in 
Dunwoody.  A new Town Center for the Dunwoody Village would serve as a catalyst for economic 
development, in particular with a concept to create a Dunwoody City Hall complex and Village Green 
within the Dunwoody Village area in the future.  A plan for redevelopment would be concentrated on 
the Chamblee-Dunwoody Road and Mount Vernon Road arterial corridors with likely designs 
incorporating a walkable village streetscape theme.                


As noted earlier in the documentation, the Dunwoody Village is a unique resource to Dekalb County and 
the Atlanta metro area.  Due to this fact, the plan for the Dunwoody Village would include streetscape 
and roadway improvements that would certainly be complimentary to the wonderful efforts put forth 
by the PCIDs through the LCI program previously; yet the designs for the Dunwoody Village would be 
distinctly different than the urban design-scale employed within our regional activity center location.     


Preservation of established residential neighborhoods is a core value for Dunwoody and is stated 
specifically in the draft Vision Statement  for the Comprehensive Plan.  Existing buffers around the 
boundaries of the Dunwoody Village commercial district abutting residential uses will be maintained 
where new construction would be a transitional zone approach, “terracing vertically” away from 
residential districts.     
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Aging in place residential design options will be one of the greatest challenges to the residents of the 
City of Dunwoody over the next 20 years.  A substantial amount of the housing stock in Dunwoody is 
2,500-3,500 square feet in size, two-story wood construction, which is not ADA compliant and likely very 
costly to retrofit in a majority of these older homes.  The creation of multigenerational housing 
developments in the Dunwoody Village would be a necessary component to a sustainable village 
concept.  The ability for community members in a 55 and older demographic to live and congregate 
comfortably in the Dunwoody Village is an essential ingredient in a viable and engaging Town Center.  
The housing stock would be contemplated for young professionals, empty nesters, seniors, physically 
challenged, and alike with varying floor plans and price points for those individuals on a defined budget.   


As evident on the City Seal for the City of Dunwoody, historic preservation and recognition of 
Dunwoody’s historic resources will be an overriding theme of any design options evaluated in a 
redevelopment proposal.  Whether or not  a historic period or design theme or if a more modern neo-
traditional design theme will be conceptualized in the re-creation of the Dunwoody Village Town Center 
is unclear at this time.        


Managing congestion within the Dunwoody Village will arguably be the biggest challenge in master 
planning the Dunwoody Village as a LCI Town Center.  As previously mentioned, the impact of the trip 
generation levels from the Perimeter Center employees and shoppers has overlapped into the 
Dunwoody Village proximity. This been one reason for the instability of leasing retail and office space.  
Problematic vehicular ingress and egress movements have caused patronage to diminish in this activity 
center and a resultant decline in the marketability of these commercial spaces.  The likelihood of a local 
bus and/or trolley service has been mentioned by members of the community, where local service could 
potentially interconnect with the Perimeter Center and transit providers, thus reducing peak period 
congestion. 


The City of Dunwoody understands the importance of preserving and enhancing our regional 
transportation routes, in particular the cross-county routes that tend to be deficient region-wide in 
comparison to previous radial roadway infrastructure investments.  The Regional Strategic 
Transportation System (RSTS) map highlights both Mount Vernon Road and Chamblee-Dunwoody Road 
as important regional corridors in the RSTS GIS map.  Staff is of the opinion investments to the 
transportation infrastructure within the Dunwoody Village would be beneficial to the operational 
mobility characteristics of both arterial corridors from a regional perspective, where vehicular 
congestion at the Chamblee-Dunwoody Road and Mount Vernon Road is viewed by many as an 
operational failure during morning and afternoon peak vehicular periods.    
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Scope of Work: 


Mayor and City Council have allocated local match amounts for the Dunwoody Village LCI Town Center 
Plan in the spring 2010 with a proposed completion date of December 2010.  The work program will be 
designed in a manner to promote the Dunwoody Village into a proposed mixed-use community with 
businesses and services that cater to residents and area shoppers surrounding the Dunwoody Village.   


LCI Deliverables:    


1. Consideration of new zoning districts and ordinance language that would promote village-scale 
mixed-use scenarios. 


2. Establishing transitional zoning abutting existing residential districts to protect these established 
communities from future development impacts. 


3. Develop bicycle and pedestrian trail alignments that interconnect existing/planned commercial 
centers, extend towards Perimeter Center area, and provide a travel mode alternative for single 
occupancy vehicles. 


4. Establish a system of greenspace areas that may include pocket parks, linear parks, village 
green, and/or amphitheater locations. 


5. Consider multigenerational housing options for all age groups of Dunwoody citizens within the 
Village proximity. 


6. Develop traffic calming techniques that may include on-road transportation facilities, roadway 
cross-sectional improvements, and landscaping enhancements.   


7. Explore bus or rubber tire trolley cars for integration into the Dunwoody Village that would 
serve existing transit systems and regional office/retail uses.   


8. Incorporate ITS improvements within the Dunwoody Village that inter-relate with the traffic 
signalization systems within the Perimeter CID. 


9. Preserve historic character and existing structures through any redevelopment initiatives, 
theorizing potential design/period themes from these cultural resources.  


10. Creation of a comprehensive public involvement process that incorporates stakeholder 
involvement, design charrettes, community meetings, and public hearings as part of the 
planning process.   


11. Address existing/future market conditions in an effort to develop land use proposals with the 
Dunwoody Village that complement the Perimeter Center uses and do not compete for a similar 
market share. 


The City of Dunwoody recognizes the end of the study process will contain the following, at a minimum: 


• Description of study process and methodology, data gathering techniques and findings, and 
general outcomes. 


• Description of public participation process used to achieve a community supported program for 
a Town Center development typology. 


• Maps and graphic depictions to support the plan recommendations. 
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• Market or other fiscal feasibility analysis. 


• A 5-year schedule of actions that are planned within the study area related to transportation 
improvements, housing strategies, and changes necessary within the comprehensive plan. 


• Housing data, employment data, and additional Town Center study requirements will be 
established. 


• Research, data collection and analysis. 


• Assessment of current and future needs. 


• Recommendations for the future.    
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Budget 


A total of $100,000 LCI study funds are requested with a City match of $20,000 or 20% of the total 
planned $100,000 study budget.   


Dunwoody Village - LCI - Study Budget 
(Option A) 


I Public Involvement Budget 


1 Citizen Advisory Committee Meetings $12,000  


2 Public Meetings $12,000  


3 City Council Meetings $6,000  


II Study Development   


4 Research/Data Collection/Analysis $10,000  


III Study Deliverables   


5 Graphics and Mapping $30,000  


6 Implementation/Action Plan $30,000  


IV Funding Allocation   


7 ARC LCI Funding (providing 80% of $100,000 request) $80,000  


8 City of Dunwoody Funding Match (20% of $100,000 study) $20,000  


9 Total Funding Allocation $100,000  
 


Funds will be allocated to the Consultant selected for planning services through the Request for 
Proposals (RFP) process.  
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Budget 


A total of $100,000 LCI study funds are requested with a City match of $70,000 or 46.66% of the total 
planned $150,000 study budget and 70% of the total funds requested.  This $70,000 cash match exhibits 
the City of Dunwoody’s commitment to a well-developed study for the Dunwoody Village. 


Dunwoody Village - LCI - Study Budget 
(Option B) 


I Public Involvement Budget 


1 Citizen Advisory Committee Meetings $12,000  


2 Public Meetings $12,000  


3 City Council Meetings $6,000  


II Study Development   


4 Market Study $30,000  


III Study Deliverables   


5 Graphics and Mapping $30,000  


6 Implementation Strategies $30,000  


7 Implementation/Action Plan $30,000  


IV Funding Allocation   


8 ARC LCI Funding (providing 80% of $100,000 request) $80,000  


9 City of Dunwoody Funding Match (46.66% of $150,000 study) $70,000  


10 Total Funding Allocation $150,000  
 


Funds will be allocated to the Consultant selected for planning services through the Request for 
Proposals (RFP) process.   







Dunwoody Village - Livable Centers Initiative – Study Plan 
 


  Page 
14 


 
  


Dunwoody Village - LCI - Schedule 
I Award and Contract Execution Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


1 Execution of awarded LCI contract                   


2 Prepare and advertise RFP                   


3 Interview and select consultant for planning services                   


II Research                   


4 Consultant conducts research and data analysis                   


5 Citizen Advisory Committee Kickoff Meeting                   


6 1st Public Meeting                   


III Conceptual Design and Action Plan                   


7 Consultant prepares conceptual design and drawings                   


8 Citizen Advisory Committee Meeting 
         9 2nd Public Meeting                   


10 Consultant prepares implementation/action plan                   


11 Citizen Advisory Committee Meeting 
         12 3rd Public Meeting                   


IV Finalization and Presentation                   


13 Consultant finalizes plan, designs, and recommendations                   


14 Presentation of final report to City Council                   


15 Submission of final report to ARC                   
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Specific Stakeholders 


Due to the regional significance of the Dunwoody Village, the City would make efforts to engage a 
network of community organizations, businesses, and small groups to serve as both a source of input as 
well as a channel for distributing information to the broader community as a whole.  These groups will 
be engaged in order to distribute meeting notices and agendas to broader groups. 


Through our comprehensive plan efforts, the City has already gathered contact information for many 
civic groups and businesses, including: 


• Dunwoody Mayor and City Council 


• Dunwoody Homeowners Association 


• Perimeter Community Improvement 
Districts 


• Dunwoody Preservation Trust 


• Dunwoody Chamber of Commerce 


• Convention and Visitors Bureau of 
Dunwoody 


• Georgia Perimeter College 


• Dunwoody High School Parent Teacher 
Student Organization 


• Dunwoody Community Council 


• Dunwoody Planning Commission 


• Dunwoody Zoning Board of Appeals 


• Dunwoody Sustainability Commission 


• Design Architectural Review Committee 


• Latin American Association  


Religious Community – including Dunwoody 
United Methodist, Marcus Jewish Community 
Center, St. Luke’s Presbyterian, Congregation 
Beth Shalom, St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 
Congregation Ariel, First Baptist Church of 
Atlanta, and many more.  


 


Additionally, the City would form a citizen advisory committee to review documentation and provide 
feedback based on community input.  The advisory committee would meet regularly throughout the 
study, both prior to and after the community meetings.   


Anticipated Methods of Community Participation 


The City of Dunwoody will engage the community in a minimum of three (3) community meetings and 
will educate and outreach to the community for these meetings using a variety of techniques, including: 


• Website – a web link will be created on the City web page (www.dunwoodyga.gov) with draft 
documents, meeting notices, and opportunities for receiving direct citizen feedback.  


• Lobby displays—maps, fliers, and other information will be posted at City Hall in the lobby area. 


• Printed and e-mail bulletins—fliers and newspaper advertisements will be distributed both 
electronically and in hard copy. 


• Media and press releases—the City will work with the Dunwoody Crier to advertise meetings 
and the status of the study to the community.   


 



http://www.dunwoodyga.gov/�
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Commitment and Ability to Implement: 


As the City of Dunwoody is less than a year old, our record of accomplishment related to transportation 
and land use programs at the Atlanta Regional Commission is still evolving.   


Dunwoody is moving forward with our inherited TE grant award. Evaluation of proposals has finished 
and the City is in the process of awarding the contract to begin a comprehensive planning process to 
initiate this bicycle/pedestrian project on Dunwoody Village Parkway.  This TE project will complement 
the Dunwoody Village LCI study.  


Now the citizens in Dunwoody have an elected body  that represents the vision and planning priorities 
of the community-at-large, many feel there will be political will to implement infrastructure projects and 
programs that were previously viewed cautiously by the citizenry under the control of the Dekalb 
County Board of Commissioners.   


The City of Dunwoody has some of the most involved community members in the Atlanta region 
evaluating and promoting land use and transportation initiatives; whether it is from homeowner’s 
associations, religious groups, civic groups, business community, or environmental advocacy group.  As 
stated earlier, tapping into these key stakeholders will strengthen the LCI study.   


The City of Dunwoody is approximately six (6) months from completion of our Comprehensive Plan. 
Initially planned to be completed by the end of 2009, the City Council directive to add five (5) Character 
Area Meetings to the Community Agenda process has extended the planning process into the early 
months of 2010.  This extension of the Community Agenda is evidence of the City’s commitment to 
develop a thorough and highly engaged planning process that provides numerous opportunities for 
public participation and ultimately community-based endorsement.   
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		Dunwoody Village – Map

		The Dunwoody Village has clearly established boundaries pursuant to the established Zoning Map. These established boundaries also mirror the boundaries for the Dunwoody Village Character Area as established by the current Comprehensive Land Use Planni...

		The Dunwoody Village represents the historic center of the municipality.  This area is historically the center of the community and has a mix of commercial and civic uses including local stores and the Dunwoody Village Post Office.

		Property owners and businesses in the Dunwoody Village include the following:

		Regency Centers

		Simpson Organization

		Dunwoody Village Post Office

		Texaco Express Lube

		Bank of North Georgia

		IronStone Bank

		CVS

		Dunwoody Veterinary Clinic

		Smoothie King

		Dunwoody Animal Hospital

		Dunkin Donuts

		Starbucks

		Old Hickory House

		Burger King

		Dunwoody Chevron

		Mellow Mushroom

		Dunwoody United Methodist Church

		Publix

		Fresh Market

		Moe’s





